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With the amended Commercial Waste Ordinance (Gewerbeabfallverordnung)
and the law on packaging (Verpackungsgesetz), German industry is facing new
challenges. Companies in the waste-disposal and recycling sector are now
asking what impetus can be expected in the market and in technology as a result
of this new framework. The perfect platform to explore answers to this question
is at IFAT 2018, the World´s Leading Trade Fair for Water, Sewage, Waste and
Raw Materials Management, which takes place in Munich from May 14 to 18,
2018. Already the organizer, Messe München, has been talking to its exhibitors
and key stakeholders about the amended regulations and the new law.

In order to boost the recycling economy in Germany, a new Commercial Waste
Ordinance came into effect on August 1 this year. It requires those producing
commercial waste to separate re-usable material, and it sets out extensive
requirements on documentation.
Also, as of January 1, 2019, the new Packaging Law will apply. Under these
provisions the “dual systems” financed by industry and trade are required to
meet significantly higher reusability targets for the packaging they are licensed
for and which they cover. For example, the recycling target required for plastic
packaging increases from 36 percent so far to 63 percent by 2022. Other
packaging materials are also affected by the law. How are IFAT exhibitors and
the associations in the sector reacting to the new conditions?
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Commercial Waste Ordinance: How can existing plant be optimized?
“Currently we are noticing that our customers are looking very closely at the
question of how to optimize existing plant in view of the new statutory
requirements. We see this interest as one of the first effects of the new
Commercial Waste Ordinance,” reports Ferdinand Doppstadt, Managing Partner
of Doppstadt Familienholding GmbH. His company specializes in manufacturing
machinery for shredding and processing waste. In Doppstadt´s assessment any
actual effects on sales will be dependent on the final implementation of the
ordinance, in particular as regards implementation of any sanctions.
Two German associations for waste and raw materials management have
published an information brochure on the questions and issues that are already
emerging with the implementation of this ordinance. The associations are:
Bundesverband der Deutschen Entsorgungs-, Wasser- und Rohstoffwirtschaft
(BDE), and the Verband Kommunaler Unternehmen (VKU).

Evaluation as a basis for discussion at IFAT
The BDE says that it is also already evaluating the new regulations and their
effects. “It is our firm assumption that by IFAT 2018 we will have enough reliable
results to be able to discuss the implementation of the Commercial Waste
Ordinance with the trade audience on a serious basis,” reported BDE President
Peter Kurth.
Packaging Law: Initial effects on demand already being felt
According to Germany´s engineering federation, the VDMA (Verband Deutscher
Maschinen- und Anlagenbau e.V.), their member companies have in the main
reacted positively to the coming new legislation on packaging. “Demand for
suitable technologies is already evident with many suppliers of environmental
technology,” said Franz Heiringhoff, Chairman of the VDMA Association for
Waste Treatment and Recycling Technology, and a Board Member of the
Steinert Group, which manufactures sensor-assisted processing technology for
the national and international recycling market. Werner Herbold, Managing
Director of the plastics recycling machinery manufacturer Herbold Meckesheim,
confirms this: “Knowing that the new law was on the way—even before it was
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announced—prompted an immediate additional demand for systems to wash,
separate and dry plastic waste.”
According to Michael Ludden, Managing Partner, Sutco Recyclingtechnik GmbH,
the targets set out in the law are tough, but in the opinion of suppliers of
separation technologies, are nevertheless already achievable today. “The law
gives us an opportunity to show what our systems are already capable of doing,”
said Ludden.

Not just a technological challenge
As well as the technological challenges involved in separating material more
strictly, the BDE sees the new law on packaging affecting the waste services
companies as bringing with it a need for more communication. “In order to meet
the targets of the law, the consumers will have to separate waste more precisely,
with fewer errors. Raising awareness of this and getting across the know-how,
will require more publicity,” Peter Kurth underlined. Also, on the part of industry,
demand for secondary raw materials of product quality must be increased.

IFAT 2018 as a discussion platform and trend barometer
For efficient dialog about these changes, IFAT 2018 is gathering together all the
stakeholders and actors in the German and international recycling sector in one
place: Decision-makers from companies, local authorities, politics and
associations come here to meet with and talk to suppliers of the latest
technologies and services. “Already we are noticing that the new legislative
framework is giving added impetus to the market,” explained Stefan Rummel,
Managing Director, Messe München. “With IFAT we offer the ideal setting to
discuss these changes. And that means our event will be living up to its
reputation as the world´s most important platform for environmental technology.”
Further information on IFAT: www.ifat.de

IFAT
IFAT is the world’s leading trade event for environmental technology. A total of 3,097
exhibitors from 59 countries, and 136,885 visitors from 168 countries took part in the last
event. IFAT is held every two years; the next edition takes place from May 14 to 18,
2018 in Munich.
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IFAT worldwide
Messe München´s competence in organizing environmental-technology events is
demonstrated not only in the world´s leading trade fair for the sector, IFAT, but also in a
range of other international trade exhibitions around the world. The spectrum
encompasses IFAT Africa in Johannesburg, IFAT Eurasia in Istanbul, IFAT India in
Mumbai, and IE expo in Shanghai. With IE expo Guangzhou there is now also a regional
edition of the trade fair, focusing on the market in South China.
Messe München
Messe München is one of the leading exhibition organizers worldwide with more than 50
of its own trade shows for capital goods, consumer goods and new technologies. Every
year, a total of over 50,000 exhibitors and around three million visitors take part in more
than 200 events at the exhibition center in Munich, at the ICM – Internationales
Congress Center München and the MOC Veranstaltungscenter München as well as
abroad. Together with its subsidiary companies, Messe München organizes trade shows
in China, India, Brazil, Russia, Turkey, South Africa, Nigeria, Vietnam and Iran. With a
network of associated companies in Europe, Asia, Africa and South America as well as
around 70 representations abroad for over 100 countries, Messe München has a global
presence.

