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40th anniversary celebration in Munich:

LASER World of PHOTONICS 2013 provides photonic industry
with upswing
• Exhibitor growth and high degree of nationality from 37 countries
• Stable at a high level with almost 27,000 visitors from 74 countries
• Economic representatives forecast solid industry growth
• 3D printing, medical technology, biophotonics and resource efficiency
The global elite of the photonics industry gathered at the LASER World of PHOTONICS
and Europe’s largest Photonics Congress, the World of Photonics Congress, in Munich
from 13 to 16 May 2013. The bottom line: more exhibitors than ever before, visitor
numbers stable at a high level, a high number of product premieres and an insight into
revolutionary technologies, such as 3D printing, digital photonic production, medical
technology or biophotonics.
The LASER World of PHOTONICS was celebrating 40 years of existence. The
anniversary event was booked out like never before, closing with a record number of
1,135 exhibitors and represented companies.
With almost 27,000 trade visitors from 74 countries, visitor numbers again reached a very
high level. The proportion of foreign visitors rose to a record level of 54 per cent.
Significantly more visitors came from China, Russia and South Korea.
The world’s leading trade fair has grown into a significant source of stimulus for the
industry. Dr. Reinhard Pfeiffer, Messe München’s Managing Director, drew a
satisfied conclusion: “The 40th anniversary of the world’s leading trade fair has
demonstrated that Messe München has firmly established its preeminence as a
platform for the global photonics industry. This is also underpinned by the continuing
increase in the internationality of the visitors.”
Thanks to the many positive meetings, exhibitors were very satisfied with the way the
trade fair went. Dr. Wilhelm Kaenders, Chairman of the LASER World of
PHOTONICS Advisory Board and Board of Management Member of Toptica
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Photonics AG, said: “We enjoy the world-leading character, the international show public
and the strong congress program. At 40, the LASER World of PHOTONICS exudes a
maturity that will benefit the continuing disproportionate growth in photonics.”
The congress too is considered worldwide to be the industry’s top event. Prof. Dr. Peter
Loosen, Chairman of the Steering Committee of the World of Photonics Congress and
Deputy Director of the Fraunhofer Institute for Laser Technology ILT expressed his
satisfaction: “The congress is one of the most important events in the world in the
Photonics field. The combination of trade fair and congress is unique. The congress’s
Application Panels, held in the trade fair halls, are a good example of the successful
intertwining of basic research and application-oriented industrial implementation.”

Top scores from visitors and exhibitors
The role of the world’s leading trade fair as a networking and innovation platform is also
borne out by the results of the poll conducted by market research institute TNS Infratest.
Almost all visitors, 97 per cent, gave the trade fair an overall rating of “excellent to good”.
For 98 per cent of visitors, the LASER World of PHOTONICS is the leading trade fair. 96
per cent intended to return, an equal number praised the contributions at the Photonics
forums. Most exhibitors (91 per cent) gave the trade fair an overall ranking of “excellent to
good”, 97 per cent would like to exhibit at the trade fair again. Anton Gaedtke, Vice
President Sales Europe, Qioptiq Photonics GmbH & Co KG, Germany had this to say:
“The anniversary event has demonstrated that the LASER World of PHOTONICS
deserves the title “leading international trade fair”. The trade fair is of very great
importance to us because it enables us to present our entire range of services in a fitting
manner. The Munich location has proved itself to be ideal for this format of trade fair.”

Innovation extravaganza in terms of light: trends and future topics
Photonics is considered to be one of the most important cross-cutting and key
technologies of the future. Exhibitors displayed innovations and solutions from all corners
of the Photonics world in the four trade fair halls. Klaus Löffler, Director International Sales
of TRUMPF Laser- und Systemtechnik said: “The LASER World of PHOTONICS is very
important because in principle it is the exhibition showcase for laser technology. We have
19 objects here on the stand and 13 of these products are world premieres. We use the
trade fair here in Munich precisely for this presentation function.”
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Top trends among the great variety of offerings were additive production, ultrashort pulse
lasers, laser applications for electro-mobility, energy technology and automotive
engineering, modern solid-state light sources (LED, OLED), Automated Visual Inspection,
lasers for analytics and imaging in biophotonics as well as laser applications and optical
diagnostics in medicine. A highlight was the strongly visited special exhibition “Digital
Photonic Production” in collaboration with the Fraunhofer Institute for Laser Technology
ILT. It illustrated the advantages of the additive production process and demonstrated 3D
printing in metal. Other visitor favorites: the special exhibition “Photons in Production” with
live demonstrations including laser-based joining of lightweight materials and the
“biophotonics research focus area” stand. Absolute crowd pullers were the user forums in
the halls under the umbrella of the World of Photonics Congress. Staffed with high-ranking
speakers from the Photonics industry, from research or user industries such as the
automotive sector or medical technology, for days the latest challenges in the various
areas were dealt with using practical examples.

New industry report: solid growth of the global photonics industry
On the first day of the trade fair, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)
presented the “Photonics industry report 2013”, drawn up in collaboration with the
SPECTARIS, VDMA and ZVEI associations.
“Photonics has developed from a niche technology to a key technology, is regarded as a
driver of innovation and plays an important “enabler” role for many customer markets”,
explained Thilo Brodtmann, Deputy Managing, Director of the German Engineering
Federation VDMA in the run-up to the trade fair in Munich. And Dr. Tobias Weiler,
Managing Director, SPECTARIS German Industry Association for Optical, Medical and
Mechatronical Technologie (Deutscher Industrieverband für optische, medizinische und
mechatronische Technologien e.V.), emphasized the point: “Photonics is an important
industry and growth driver for very many application areas. The LASER World of
PHOTONICS is the showcase for the Photonics industry.”
The study found that the global photonics market in 2011 was worth around 350 billion
euros – compared with 228 billion euros in 2005. As such, notwithstanding the financial
crisis, the Photonics industry is posting solid average annual real growth of around 6.5 per
cent. And the prospects for the industry are good: The study estimated that the global
photonics market would grow to around 615 billion euros by 2020.
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World of Photonics Congress: scientific brilliance and thirst for knowledge
The congress attracted a high level of international attention thanks to its illustrious
organizers: the European Physical Society (EPS), the Optical Society (OSA), the IEEE
Photonics Society, the European Optical Society (EOS), the Wissenschaftliche
Gesellschaft für Lasertechnik (Scientific Society for Laser Technology - WLT) and the
International Society for Optics and Photonics (SPIE).
Around 3.500 international participants attended the total of six conferences of the
Congress with its 2,800 lectures and poster presentations. Scientists, students and users
from throughout the world were engaged in lively debate into the evening hours.
One event was the bestowing of the Herbert Walther Award, which this year was
conferred on the US scientist Jeff Kimble of the California Institute of Technology
(Caltech). The award has existed since 2007 and is considered to be very prestigious:
among the previous four prizewinners, the two scientists Serge Haroche and David J.
Wineland have since been honored with the Nobel Prize for physics.
Overall, congress participants were enthusiastic about the latest findings and the excellent
technical level of the lectures. Renowned speakers emphasized the importance that the
World of Photonics Congress enjoys worldwide.
Prof. Dr. Stefan W. Hell, Deputy Managing Director at the Max-Planck Institute for
Biophysical Chemistry and, head of the NanoBiophotonics Department drove the point
home: “The World of Photonics Congress is an extremely important congress. I have
been coming here for many years. You pick up on the latest research developments – and
also the latest industrial exhibits from the associated trade fair. At the end of the day,
we’re working experimentally and this is an outstanding place to find out about the latest
market developments. That in turn has a major influence on the developments we
ourselves are working on in the laboratory.”

The next LASER World of PHOTONICS will be held from 22 to 25 June 2015, the
next World of Photonics Congress from 21 to 25 June 2015.

The exhibitor statements on the LASER World of PHOTONICS 2013 at: http://world-ofphotonics.net/en/laser/press/statements2013
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Press releases and associated images: http://world-of-photonics.net/en/laser/press/pressreleases
Details on the World of Photonics Congress 2013: www.photonics-congress.com
Show-Photos 2013: http://media.messe-muenchen.de/Laser/index_e.jspx#1368704829536_0

About LASER World of PHOTONICS
The LASER World of PHOTONICS trade fairs and their congresses are the most important marketplaces and
think tanks for the worldwide laser and photonics industry and its users. They combine research and
applications and promote the utilization and further development of optical technologies.
Messe München International has held LASER World of PHOTONICS every two years since 1973. The fair
was the first event to focus on the sector for optical technologies in the world, and it celebrates its forty-year
anniversary in May 2013.
The World of Photonics Congress, which is Europe’s largest photonics congress and is organized in
cooperation with the world’s leading organizations in this field, is held at the same time as the fair. A spin-off
event, LASER World of PHOTONICS China, is the leading regional trade show for optical technologies in
China. It takes place in Shanghai every year in March. The new event LASER World of PHOTONICS INDIA
takes place since 2012 and is a regional trade fair for optical technologies in India, now taking place in
Mumbai every year.
With a total of 1,741 exhibitors and more than 66,220 visitors in Munich, Shanghai and Mumbai, Messe
Muenchen International is the world’s leading trade show organizer for lasers and photonics.
The websites at www.world-of-photonics.net feature information on the photonics trade shows, industry
information, product innovations, and application reports and are a virtual platform for optical technologies.
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About the conference program at the World of Photonics Congress
The world’s leading scientific organizations in the field of photonics will organize conferences under the
umbrella of the World of Photonics Congress from May 12 – 16, 2013:
- “CLEO/Europe-EQEC”, organized by the European Physical Society (EPS), sponsored by the EPS
Quantum Electronics and Optics Division, OSA, IEEE/LEOS
- “Optofluidics”, “Manufacturing of Optical Components” and “Advanced Optomechanical
“Engineering, organized by the European Optical Society (EOS)
- “LiM - Lasers in Manufacturing”, organized by the Scientific Laser Society (WLT);
- “ECBO - European Conference on Biomedical Optics“, organized by the Optical Society of America
(OSA) and the International Society for Optics and Photonics (SPIE)
- Optical Metrology, organized by SPIE Europe
The conference program is rounded out by application panels featuring practical lectures about laser and
photonics applications organized by Messe München.
Additional information: www.photonics-congress.com .
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Messe München International
Messe München International is one of the world´s leading trade show companies. In Munich alone it
organizes around 40 trade shows for capital and consumer goods, and key high tech industries. Each year
more than 30,000 exhibitors and around two million visitors take part in the events held at the Messe München
exhibition center, the ICM – International Congress Center München, and in the MOC Veranstaltungscenter
München. The leading international trade fairs of Messe München International are all independently audited.
In addition, Messe München International organizes trade shows in Asia, Russia, the Middle East and South
Africa. With nine affiliates abroad – in Europe, Asia and in Africa – and over 60 foreign representatives
actively serving over 90 countries, Messe München International has a worldwide business network. The
Group also takes a pioneering role as regards sustainability: It is the first trade-fair company to be awarded
energy-efficiency certification from the technical inspection authorities TÜV SÜD.
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