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For the first time, LASER World of PHOTONICS, being held from 22-25
June at the Messe München site, will be offering its own marketplace for
young up-and-coming companies. The new exhibition area "Start-up
World" is being created in collaboration with Anwendungszentrum
GmbH Oberpfaffenhofen (AZO). In parallel with this, prizes will be
awarded to the best ideas from the Photonics competition. The jury
chairman and sponsor of the initiative is Falk Strascheg, a successful
company founder and experienced venture capitalist.

Start-up companies are at the very heart of an innovative economy: their pioneering inventions yield benefits for established companies and society alike.
A marketplace is essential to ensure such companies' market entry, and thus
their existence. With its international network of companies and trade fairs,
the LASER World of PHOTONICS in June is a unique platform for innovation:
Fledgling companies are able to present their products to a wide industrial audience at the trade fair and get in touch with potential investors.

The Photonics innovation competition
The Photonics competition being organized as part of Start-up World, covers
the entire gamut of optical technologies in two categories. Besides a general
category including all aspects of the optical technologies sector, there is 3-D
printing with its own dedicated prize category. The competition is open to national and international technology sector start-up companies that are not
more than five years old. The prerequisite is the presentation of products or
prototypes ready for market, which are on the verge of, or are in, the market
implementation phase. The registration deadline for potential applicants and
partners is 7 April – 10 May.

Veröffentlichung kostenfrei – Beleg erbeten / Reproduction free of charge – sample copy requested

Messe München GmbH
Trade Fair Site
81823 Munich
Germany
www.messe-muenchen.de

Press release | 4 March 2015 | 2/2

Jury of experts awards prizes to best innovations
A jury of experts is being appointed to select the winners. Falk Strascheg will
chair the jury and support the initiative as its patron. Strascheg possesses the
best possible credentials for this role: as a successful company founder and
very experienced venture capitalist, he is intimately acquainted with the specifics of the photonics industry and boasts a superlative investor network. Mr.
Strascheg welcomes the assignment and emphasizes the importance of the
start-up platform: “After the founding phase, market access is a critical milestone for young companies. The LASER World of PHOTONICS is the ideal
platform for such companies to develop an industry network and attract potential investors.” This expert is convinced of the benefits for both young and already established companies alike: “Start-up companies are an important
source of innovative ideas. There is a real transfer of knowledge on platforms
such as these. Established photonics industry players also have the opportunity to meet highly talented, potential employees.”

Experienced organizer: Anwendungszentrum Oberpfaffenhofen
Messe München's cooperation partner and the organizer of the initiative is
Anwendungszentrum GmbH Oberpfaffenhofen (AZO). As an experienced
specialist in developing and cultivating international innovation networks and
organizing competitions, the AZO supports product innovations and the setting up of companies, especially in the commercial space applications arena.
“With our start-up initiative, we and Messe München are targeting our support
at helping young photonics companies to enter the market”, Thorsten Rudolph, AZO's CEO explained. “In particular, what we are doing with the new
innovation platform is fostering a global dialog between company founders
and industrial contacts.”

Communication platform for industrial partners
Start-up World is also beneficial for partners and sponsors: in addition to direct contact with start-up companies they receive a brand platform and are
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actively engaged in the communication work covering all facets of the new initiative.
Benefits for Bavaria as a technology location
Dr. Reinhard Pfeiffer, Deputy CEO, Messe München GmbH speaks from experience: “We first unveiled the start-up format at AUTOMATICA 2014. The
groundswell of approval from visitors, exhibitors and press representatives
demonstrates the relevance of the topic and for us it is a sign of success.” On
the role of the initiative, Pfeiffer said: “The objective is to increase the innovative capability of technology trade fairs in Munich. As trade organizers we
want to be pioneers and a source of stimulus. Transferring this concept to
other Messe München events will further strengthen Bavaria as a technology
location.”

More on the Start-up World and the Photonics Award: here.
This and other press releases and related photos: here
More on World of Photonics Congress 2015: here
Photos LASER World of PHOTONICS 2013 and logos: here
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About LASER World of PHOTONICS
The LASER World of PHOTONICS is the world's leading get-together of the laser and photonics industry. Europe's largest World of Photonics Congress will be taking place in parallel with the trade fair. The program comprises five scientific conferences of leading global organizations. Supplementing this Messe München GmbH
will be offering practical lectures on the applications of photonics (“Application Panels”). The combination of
trade fair and congress brings together research and application, thereby promoting the use and continued development of optical technologies. In 2013 the trade fair set an exhibitor record with 1,130 exhibitors from 37
countries. A total of 26,582 trade visitors from 72 countries entered the Messe München site.
In 2013 the World of Photonics Congress registered 3,400 participants with an offering of more than 2,800 lectures and presentations including poster presentations.
The LASER World of PHOTONICS has been organized every two years by Messe München International since
1973; the next event will take place in Munich from 22-25 June 2015, the next World of Photonics Congress will
take place in parallel from 21-25 June 2015 in the ICM - International Congress Center Munich.
About the LASER World of PHOTONICS global network
The LASER World of PHOTONICS has developed an international network. The LASER World of PHOTONICS
CHINA and the LASER World of PHOTONICS INDIA are leading regional trade fairs for optical technologies
and are staged annually in China (Shanghai) or in India (alternating between Mumbai, Bangalore, New Delhi).
Messe München International
Messe München International is one of the world´s leading trade show companies. In Munich alone it organizes
around 40 trade shows for capital and consumer goods, and key high tech industries. Each year more than
30,000 exhibitors and around two million visitors take part in the events held at the Messe München exhibition
center, the ICM – International Congress Center München, and in the MOC Veranstaltungscenter München.
The leading international trade fairs of Messe München International are all independently audited.
In addition, Messe München International organizes trade shows in China, India, Turkey and South Africa. With
a combination of affiliates abroad – in Europe, Asia and in Africa – and over 60 foreign representatives actively
serving over 100 countries, Messe München International has a worldwide business network. The Group also
takes a pioneering role as regards sustainability: It is the first trade-fair company to be awarded energy-efficiency certification from the technical inspection authorities TÜV SÜD.
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