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On the high seas: more high-tech, less sulfur
•

Additional costs due to sulfur limit is a main topic of shipping

•

New opportunities in the New Silk Road and in the Arctic

•

Maritime logistics at transport logistic in Munich, June 4 to 7, 2019
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New sulfur limits starting from 2020, digitalization, the New Silk Road, and
shorter transport routes thanks to a predominantly ice-free Arctic are
among the main topics in shipping. In addition, there are economic and
physical limitations in shipbuilding, which are ending the trend toward
ever larger container ships.
“Whether additional costs due to the new sulfur limit, new transport routes in the
Arctic or big data on all seas, global shipping will find a central anchor point for
its topics at our MariLOG conference during transport logistic in Munich,” Stefan
Rummel, Managing Director of Messe München, explained. Especially hot topics
at this time: a global sulfur limit of 0.5 percent will apply in shipping starting from
January 1, 2020. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) aims to reduce
the environmental impact with this measure. At the same time, it entails
considerable additional costs and investments that shipping alone cannot cope
with. “Customers must bear a share of the additional costs,” Christian Denso
stated, Head of Communications at the Association of German Shipowners.
Up to $120 extra costs per container unit
How high this proportion will be depends on the actual fuel costs, which are
difficult to predict at this time. Companies such as Hapag-Lloyd expect a ton of
low sulfur fuel to cost approx. $150 to $250. The company expects that the
average worldwide price will increase by $80-120 per TEU (Twenty-Foot
Equivalent Unit: unit for paying standard sea containers), i.e., by approx. 10
percent. Whether and to what extent these additional costs can be passed on to
customers will be one of the main topics during the MariLOG conference.
New stimuli from the New Silk Road and the Arctic
A lot is also changing on land in maritime logistics. Various port hubs are looking
to connect to the New Silk Road between Asia and Europe. “This is an exciting
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development that can give new impetus to the globalization of the economy,”
Robert Howe explained, Managing Director of bremenports GmbH & Co. KG. He
is not at all worried with respect to competition on the road: “It is estimated that
approx. 100,000 containers could be transported by truck via the new transport
route in 2020. This corresponds to the cargo of five container ships of the current
generation,” Mr. Howe noted. In comparison, approx. 5.5 million containers are
currently handled annually in Bremerhaven alone.
The port of Rotterdam is also looking forward with confidence to the New Silk
Road. “Rotterdam is the natural beginning and the last stage of the Silk Road,”
Emile Hoogsteden stated, Container Director at Breakbulk & Logistics in the Port
of Rotterdam. The Belt and Road Initiative is a very good thing for the Port of
Rotterdam.
New opportunities are also emerging in the far north. “If the Arctic is
predominantly ice-free in the future, this will make significantly shortened
transport routes for shipping possible,” Mr. Howe said. For this reason,
bremenports is involved in the development of a new port in the northeast of
Iceland together with Icelandic partners, for example.
Ship sizes have peaked
On the other hand, growth has come to an end in terms of ship size. “The peak
has been passed, and the experts agree that even larger ships make no
economic sense,” Axel Mattern stated, Managing Director of the Port of
Hamburg Marketing e.V. In addition, steel construction is reaching its physical
limits with a container ship of 400 by 60 meters. The number of accidents with
mega-cargo ships has also increased recently. Among the most spectacular
cases was the loss of up to 270 containers in the North Sea by MSC Zoe in
January 2019, with more than 394 meters in length and a cargo capacity of
19,000 TEUs, one of the largest container ships in the world.
More intelligence on board
On the other hand, new dimensions are being achieved in digitalization.
“Weather routing, automatic trimming and electronic traffic jam planning are
increasingly contributing to intelligent technology on board and ashore,” Christian
Denso said. Big Data is another important keyword. “Today, dozens of sensors
in engines can continuously measure power, temperature, pressure, fuel flow
and much more.” Useful findings can be gathered from this if these data are
combined by many ships and evaluated intelligently. Patterns become clear, for
example, that indicate when a certain part in an engine threatens to break. This
makes it possible to intervene early and avoid damage and costs. In addition, a
shipping company could automatically receive a message that a spare part must
be ordered at the next port.
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More attractive jobs on land
Autonomous ships are also an exciting and challenging prospect for global
maritime transport. Already today, technological advances mean that only half as
many sailors have to work on a merchant ship as 30 years ago – with a drastic
improvement in safety and transport performance. “Self-sailing fleets will create
more attractive and responsible onshore jobs for ship monitoring and remote
maintenance,” Mr. Denso predicts.
“Customers must bear a share of the additional costs
incurred by IMO2020.” Christian Denso, Head of
Communications, Association of German Shipowners.
“If the Arctic is predominantly ice-free in the future,
shipping will be able to significantly shorten transport
routes.” Robert Howe, Managing Director, bremenports
GmbH & Co. KG.
“Experts agree that even larger ships make no economic
sense.” Axel Mattern, Managing Director of the Port of
Hamburg Marketing e.V.

“Rotterdam is the natural beginning and the last stage of
the Silk Road.” Emile Hoogsteden, Container Director at
Breakbulk & Logistics in the Port of Rotterdam.

Additional information is available at www.transportlogistic.de.
transport logistic
transport logistic is the International Exhibition for Logistics, Mobility, IT and Supply Chain Management and the world’s biggest trade fair for freight transport by road, rail, water and in the air, in all
its complexity. air cargo Europe, an exhibition of the global air freight industry, is integral to
transport logistic. In 2017 more than 60.726 visitors from 123 countries and 2.162 exhibitors from
62 countries attended the event. transport logistic is held every two years in Munich. The next
event will take place from June 4 to 7, 2019.
Innovation Journey ‚Future of Mobility and Logistics‘
Messe München’s exclusive platform to share knowledge and experience at the world’s leading
trade fair transport logistic. One day to inspire and network with innovators at the trade fair and on
site visits in Munich on June 4, 2019. www.innovationjourney.net
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Messe München
Messe München is one of the leading exhibition organizers worldwide with more than 50 of its own
trade shows for capital goods, consumer goods and new technologies. Every year, a total of over
50,000 exhibitors and around three million visitors take part in more than 200 events at the
exhibition center in Munich, at the ICM – Internationales Congress Center München and the MOC
Veranstaltungscenter München as well as abroad. Together with its subsidiary companies, Messe
München organizes trade shows in China, India, Brazil, Russia, Turkey, South Africa, Nigeria,
Vietnam and Iran. With a network of associated companies in Europe, Asia, Africa and South
America as well as around 70 representations abroad for over 100 countries, Messe München has
a global presence.

